UNEP Internship Report—Qing XIA
Before going to Nairobi to do the internship in UNEP, the work of the UN is so far away from me, a young student from China. But as soon as I joined the work there, I felt that there are really certain things I can do to help facilitate the work in the UN as well as the cooperation between China and Africa. I have been working with EETU/DEPI/UNEP, Fresh Water Unit/DEPI/UNEP, DCPI/UNEP, Water and infrastructure Branch/UN Habitat, DRC/UNEP. From the work with these units and organizations I know UN more specifically from a working base level. This will also help the future work of my own. The UN is quite a relationship building organization because you have to cooperate with people all the time, so how to handle the different relationships is quite a challenge for me. But luckily for me that I have a very nice supervisor and a good boss Paul Okwaro in EETU, He taught me a lot on how to cooperate with other people in dealing with different issues.
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Pic taken in front of UN logo in the UN Compound, Nairobi, Kenya

During the stay in EETU, I successfully helped organize the Global University Partnership for Environmental and Sustainability (GUPES) meeting, 18-19 November, 2010 and The Mainstreaming of Environment and Sustainability in African Universities (MESA) Partnership and UNEP Tongji Institute of Environment and Sustainable Development (IESD) Consultative Meeting, 17 November,2010.  And also assisted other duties assigned by my supervisor Paul Okwaro. Meanwhile, I also assisted Thomas Chiramba in organizing a workshop on the World Water Day Publication Review Workshop, 17-18 Feburary, 2011. I also helped arrange the cooperation between UNEP, Tongji University, GRID Arendal, and other GUPES member universities on the World Water Day Publication which is going to be launched in Cape Town on 22 March, 2011.

I find myself being quite independent and responsible in organizing the conference in last November and the workshop in this February. Also from helping arrange the cooperation between UNEP, Tongji University, GRID Arendal, and other GUPES member universities on the World Water Day Publication, I learned a lot in how to deal with stake holders from different perspectives and make the compromise to reach the final decision. I really learned a lot from the internship in EETU.
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Pic taken during the cocktail in the the Global University Partnership for Environmental and Sustainability (GUPES) meeting, 18-19 November, 2010

My work is quite important for the two conferences, because the two conferences are sponsored by my university in China-Tongji University. So I was working also as a consultant of my university based in UNEP. I had to do the whole budget for the conference and be in charge of the whole financial status. The whole work started from preparing invitation letters to the participants, sending out invitation letters, arranging the logistics before the participants arrived, including booking the flights, booking hotels, booking conference room, arranging the transportation from the airport to the hotel and the transportation from the hotel to the UN, organizing lunch, tea break, and cocktail during the conference, and also helping prepare the final report for the conferences. Generally speaking, my work is quite basic but quite important for the conferences to be successfully held. And the Global University Partnership for Environmental and Sustainability (GUPES) meeting, 18-19 November,2010 and The Mainstreaming of Environment and Sustainability in African Universities (MESA) Partnership and UNEP Tongji Institute of Environment and Sustainable Development (IESD)Consultative Meeting, 17 November,2010, as well as the World Water Day Publication Review Workshop, 17-18 Feburary, 2011 are quite important in themselves either from the UNEP perspective in cooperation with other stakeholders or from the perceptive of contributing to the development of Africa cities as well as universities.

During the time in UNEP, I have gained the ability to work in a multicultural environment and to cooperate with different colleagues. My internship has built and enhanced my skills in communication, teamwork, planning and organizing, creativity, accountability, client orientation, commitment to continuous learning and technology awareness.
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Pic taken in front of a tea garden with the farmer, Nairobi, Kenya

Since I’m on my way to join this career in facilitating the UN to help solving the problems in the world, there are still a lot of things to learn in front! 

