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We, the youth, from 42 different countries come together at 2012 international student
conference on environment and sustainability in Shanghai, China because we believe that we
have innovative ideas, and abundant energy and capabilities to confront the sustainable

development challenges posed by climate change.

We extend our sincere gratitude to UNEP and Tongji University for providing an optimal
platform to promote the important role of youth in large-scale decisions and raised awareness
and promoted responsible action, through education, cross-cultural interaction and

interdesciplinary cooperation.

We realise that our past and current economic structures and processes are not environment
friendly and socially inclusive and resulted in perverse market structures and mechanisms
with negative social and environmental externalities due to misallocation of both human and

financial capital.

We also realise that the current economic and production trends, at the expence of the natural
capital assets, have increased the natural resource consumption patterns without considering
the limitations of the ecosystem services and resulted in the overall social disparities and
environmental losses including biodiversity loss, deforestation, water scarcities and soil

degradation.

We find that the world commitments to achieve sustainable development in 1972 at
Stockholm, in 1992 Earth Summit with defined guiding principles in the form of Agenda 21,
in 2002 Johansberg Summit with a defined plan of implimentation in the form of Millenium

Development Goals’s, failed to achieve the sustainable development objectives.

We appreciate the notion of green economies and strengthening of institutions put forth by the
global leaders at the Rio+20 conference to change the current global economic models into
new economic paradigms that allow to alleviate the poverty and sustianbale development

while reducing ecological scarcities and social inequalities.



We believe that our individual choices and behaviours in certain sectors of energy,
transportation, agriculture, forestry, water and tourism would contribute possitively to the
challenges that lie ahead in transitioning the brown economies towards green economies
while mitigating and adapting to climate change through principles of efficient resource use

and social equity.

We, therefore, urge the global leaders at Rio+20 conference to level the grounds for the
greener products and services by reforming there fiscal policies and founding regulatory laws
based on contracts between the countries, redirect thier public investments towards green
sectors, reduce or stop the antiquated subsidies, improve the market infrastructure and
mechanism by considering the perverse incentives that result in the social and environmental
externalities, create green job opportunities for the youth in the green sectors through youth
specific policy considerations, improve and enhance the existing knowledge base at grass
root level by incorporating special cources on sustainable development in the curriculum, and
promote the international cooperation and knowldege sharing by establishing ethical and

technological bridges.

We make a strong committment and assure the global leaders that we will support in their
efforts towards a sustainable world by: -

e Promoting advocacy on different environmental, social and climate change issues at

local, regional, national and international level.

e Sharing our creative, innovative and sustainable ideas based on learned experiences

and knowledge with politicians, society, students, business and other groups.
e Promoting the campaigns on the use of green votes to support the green policies.

e Practicing low carbon activities at the individual level to reduce our carbon footprints.
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