[bookmark: _GoBack]A student of IESD, Mr. Ahmed Aslam Waheed from Maldives, has completed the ProSPER.Net leadership workshop for sustainable development which was held in Bangkok Thailand from 28 June - 6 July 2017. The main focus of this programme is to enhance leadership skills of postgraduates to achieve the new sustainable development goals in their respective institutions and countries. The training was hosted by Chulalongkorn University in conjunction with it's centenary celebrations this year.



Reflection
I thank Professor Bin and Professsor Li for recommending me to participate in me this wonderful madness to participate in this leadership programme. I was very excited to receive the selection letter from UNU. Insight was the first ProSPER.Net leadership programme I attended and honestly my favourite. I got to take all sorts of fun assessments and I learned a lot about Thailand.
Throughout my work life, I have gotten used to that uneasiness in the pit of my stomach when I was advocating for various issues I care about. One of the most eye-opening experiences I have had at my time at the ProSPER.Net leadership towards sustainable development programme  of Illinois was to develop transformational leadership qualities, which is important to achieve sustainable development goals. This programme taught me that sustainability is increasingly being used as a lens through which business leaders can navigate the volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity of our times.  The programme also made us realise those things that are central to the longevity of businesses, and the legacy we leave which is especially important for a sufficiency economy. 
I am very proud to say this programme must have unleashed some of the hidden leadership qualities in most of the participants. The field visits and several novices in the field shared their experiences which brought about great amount of debate and questioning on how their leadership brought about organisational engagement, alignment and culture change. 
One key thing I would like to reflect upon is problem solving – this was one of the very important and pressing issues in all work related to ecosystem services. There were very good examples of leadership demonstrated by the experts who spared some very generous amount of time for us during the programme (even during weekends) especially in Chonburee district. I believe participants of this programme  would be able to demonstrate and reflect critically upon the definition of leadership, “taking responsibility for our communities, and making them better through public action” and apply it to their own experiences and situations. The whole idea of this reflection is also to go back and recall all what we have learned and how we could apply the knowledge we gained in real life situations. 
The final of lectures was also quite notable with the wrap of the programme sessions with leadership in different cultures. The two types of decision makers – synchronised leader and the opportunistic leader. The various communication styles – straight shooting leader, diplomatic leader were interesting lectures, which would enable the participants to develop their leadership skills.
I would also like to also carry back home one of the very pressing issues are faced in Thailand – the issue of ageing population. This is one of the major trends appearing in our small island communities too. The lessons learned in the sessions are very interesting and needs to be integrated into the policy implementation of sustainable development goals in the Maldives. 
Community based research for sustainable development has also been a research area which has been very much neglected in the Maldives. Overall the research community in the Maldives is very small and published research work in conjunction with the climatic changes and sustainable development challenges faced by the Maldives is very rare to be found in the Maldives. This is one of the main constrains to public policy making especially to make informed decisions. 
It is my heartfelt gratitude to thank the ProSPER.Net secretariat to provide me with this opportunity to participate in this very thought provocation and knowledge enhancing experience. I would also like to thank Chulalongkorn University for the very kind hospitality and the very smooth and efficient conduction and hosting.


